
 
Los Angeles Police Department 
Board of Police Commissioners 
100 W. First Street Suite 134 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
6 January 2013 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
Given that Metro has made its intentions known that it will be seeking an exemption from 
the nighttime work hours ordinance for the construction of the Purple Line subway 
extension, at the December 5, 2012 meeting of the Miracle Mile Residential Association 
[MMRA] the Board of Directors unanimously adopted a motion directing me, as 
President of the MMRA, to send this letter to the Los Angeles Police Commission 
reiterating and further detailing our opposition to any exemptions permitting nighttime 
subway construction activities.  
 
The Miracle Mile is the location of two subway portals with accompanying construction 
staging sites: at La Brea Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard and at Fairfax Avenue and 
Wilshire Boulevard [see enclosure]. These construction staging sites extend well into – 
and are directly adjacent to – densely populated residential areas. Also enclosed are 
Zimas maps showing the residential areas within a ¼ mile radius of the construction 
staging sites.  
 
Although underground tunneling in and of itself causes little noise disturbance, around 
the clock activity at the construction staging sites would create a substantial and 
prolonged disturbance to the health and well-being of thousands of nearby residents. 
 
The Miracle Mile is a densely populated area with over 13,500 residents per square mile. 
Hundreds of multiple-unit buildings are located immediately north and south of Wilshire 
Boulevard between Fairfax Avenue and La Brea Avenue. In the past five years three new 
large apartment complexes have been constructed that directly front on Wilshire 
Boulevard. The latest building, at the southwest corner of La Brea and Wilshire, is a six-
story, block-long structure with 478 units – many of these units will directly overlook the 
construction staging sites for the La Brea subway portal and station box. 
 
As you are well aware, Section 41.40(a) of the Los Angeles Municipal Code Noise 
Ordinance limits hours of construction activities to 7:00 AM to 9 PM if such activities 



may disturb the sleep of any person in the vicinity. Section 41.40(c) limits hours of 
allow operations from 8:00 AM to 6 PM on Saturday or any holiday. Construction work 
is not permitted on Sundays (Ordinance No. 166170). On behalf of the residents of the 
Miracle Mile, the MMRA implores the Police Commission to enforce these 
commonsense ordinances and not grant Metro an exemption for nighttime construction 
work. 
 
The Los Angeles CEQA Thresholds Guide state that a project would result in significant 
noise impacts from construction in any of the following situations occurred: 
 
NOISE-1: Construction activities lasting more than a day would exceed existing ambient 
exterior noise levels by 10 dB(A) or more at a noise sensitive use; NOISE-2: 
Construction activities lasting more that a day would exceed existing ambient exterior 
noise levels by 5 dB(A) or more at a noise sensitive use; or NOISE-3: Construction 
activities would exceed the ambient noise lever by 5 dB(A) at a noise sensitive use 
between the hours of 9:00 PM and 7:00 AM Monday through Friday, before 8:00 AM or 
after 6:00 PM on Saturday or anytime on Sunday. 
 
Subway construction activities would meet and/or exceed the threshold of all three of 
these standards and, hence, represent a significant noise impact. 
 
The magnitude of the disturbance would be greatly increased at night. Many multiple-
unit buildings either boarder or would have an uninterrupted line of sight of the 
construction staging sites and would be exposed to construction noise that could not be 
completely mitigated by any sound wall.  
 
Residents in the area surrounding the construction staging sites will also be exposed 
heavy-duty construction equipment noise, the movement of equipment, haul trucks and 
workers to and from the construction staging sites during nighttime construction. 
 
Loaded haul trucks carrying soil will also result in vibration impacts to the residences on 
or near the haul routes, which will most likely include Wilshire Boulevard, Fairfax 
Avenue, and La Brea Avenue. The vibration of loaded haul trucks can also be a source of 
annoyance due to the occasional accidental activation of car alarms from vehicles parked 
along the haul routes. Truck reverse alarm noise is also an annoyance, as is vehicle idling, 
gear shifting and accelerating under load. 
 
Nighttime construction would have an overall adverse social and economic effect on the 
community, particularly on landlords who will either suffer an increase in vacancies or be 
forced to charge below-market rents to fill their units because of long term nighttime 
construction noise and disturbance. 
 
The majority of the multiple-unit residences and single family homes surrounding the 
construction staging sites were built in the mid-1920s to the mid-1930s. Most of these 
older structures lack central air-conditioning and depend on natural ventilation for 
cooling. Having to keep windows closed at night during hot weather to stifle construction 



noise will present an additional source of discomfort. These older structures typically 
have light framed, single glazed, sash or French windows that even when closed would 
provide only minimal attenuation from construction noise. 
 
Also, the hardscape along Wilshire Boulevard tends to reflect nighttime noise deep into 
the surrounding residential areas and is a source of frequent complaint from homeowners 
south of 8th Street. 
 
The nighttime noise disturbance and its negative impact on the nearby residents would be 
magnified by the extraordinary duration of the Purple Line extension construction. The 
very length of the subway project is atypical. Hence, the cumulative impact of nighttime 
construction activities on the residences in the areas surrounding the construction staging 
sites over the projected nine years of construction would be immense and would deprive 
these residents of their fundamental right to enjoy the peace and quiet of their own 
homes. 
 
The MMRA is adamant in our opposition to nighttime construction activity of any sort. 
Allowing such construction activity would impose an undue and overwhelming burden 
on our residents. 
 
Should Metro apply for an exemption for nighttime subway construction activity despite 
the strong opposition of the community, we request that the members of the Police 
Commission personally visit the locations of the construction staging sites in the Miracle 
Mile to see first-hand the close proximity of these sites to the neighboring residences. We 
also request that we be notified if Metro seeks such an exemption and that the MMRA be 
provided with an opportunity to speak before the Commission before any action is taken. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
James O’Sullivan, President 
Miracle Mile Residential Association 
P.O. Box 361295  
Los Angeles, CA 90036-9495 
 
Email: jamesos@aol.com 
Phone: 213-840-0246 
 
Enclosures [4] 
 
CC: 
 
Councilmember Tom Labonge, 4th District 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 N. Spring Street   
Room 480   
Los Angeles, CA 90012 



 
Councilmember Paul Koretz, 5th District 
Los Angeles City Hall 
200 N. Spring Street   
Room 440   
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Ms. Jody Litvak 
Director, Community Relations 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority [Metro]  
One Gateway Plaza 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 



 

Wilshire/Fairfax and Wilshire/La Brea construction staging sites: 

 

 
 

 



Residences within a ¼ mile radius of the Fairfax/Wilshire construction staging site: 

 

 



Residences within a ¼ mile radius of the Orange Grove/Odgen construction staging 

site: 

 

 



Residences within a ¼ mile radius of the La Brea/Wilshire construction staging site: 

 

 
 

Note: The large vacant lot at the south east corner of the intersection of Wilshire Blvd. 

and La Brea Ave. is now occupied by a recently opened 478-unit apartment complex. 


