
Captain Shannon K. Paulson, Commanding Officer

Wilshire Area Crime Update – As of 2/5

Robbery Up 55.2% (16 more robberies compared to this time last year)
Aggravated Assault Down 8.9% (down 5 compared to this time last year)
Burglary Up 26.0% (19 more burglaries)
Grand Theft Auto Up 71.4% (30 more cars stolen than this time last year)
Burglary/Theft From Motor Vehicle - Down 33.1% (57 less cars broken into)

Violent Part I Crime in Total Up 13.8% (12more violent crimes than this time last year)
Property Part I Crime in Total Down 17.6% (84 fewer property crimes)
Total Part I Crime Down 12.87% (72 fewer overall  serious crimes)

Our primary concern as of today is a rash of robberies we are seeing occur primarily in the northern 
portion of our division, largely, though not exclusively, along Melrose.   A current trend appears to be 
focused primarily on individuals wearing high dollar jewelry, specifically Rolex watches and large gold chain 
necklaces.  However, we have had a number of victims who have been robbed of cellular telephones or 
handbags/purses.  In almost every case, the victim is walking alone during evening hours.  

We will be focusing as much additional presence as we can in that area. including whatever outside 
resources I can bring into the area.  Recently, this has included our Metropolitan Division Mounted Unit.  

To that end, unless other pressing business prevents me from doing so, I intend to head out to Melrose 
next weekend  (likely Saturday, February 13) and work a foot beat.  If you happen to be out and about 
that day please don’t hesitate to stop me for a chat if you’re so inclined. 

February 5, 2021

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MAYOR’S SAFER LA RESTRICTIONS ON LARGE GATHERINGS 
ARE STILL IN EFFECT

Please know (and be warned), over this Super Bowl weekend, Wilshire officers WILL be 
strictly enforcing the Mayor’s Safer LA Directive restricting parties and large gatherings.  If 
we respond on a loud party call and discover in excess of 10 persons, not from a single 
insular family/residence, we will be issuing citations and disbanding the  group.  

In addition, we will be making an effort to pro-actively monitor those locations which are 
known to us for hosting such gatherings in the past (businesses operating in violation of 
the guidelines, perhaps hosting underground nightclubs, short term rentals which have 
hosted nuisance parties, etc).  Obviously, priority call load may at times restrict a timely 
response, but we will make every effort to stay on top of this issue.

Please enjoy the Super Bowl weekend in a Covid-safe fashion. 



Follow Up Investigation Reveals Size of Organized 
Vehicle Theft Ring

Over the following weeks, additional solid arrests and exemplary investigative work started to 
connect the dots on a detailed network of car thieves operating not just  here in Wilshire, but 
regionwide and even crossing state lines.  We are at a point where I can share some of those 
details with you without jeopardizing any ongoing investigations.  

Just days after the initial investigation and arrest, on January 15th, two Wilshire patrol officers, 
Estrada and Arana, responded an a radio call  to take the report for a vehicle having been stolen 
from a subterranean garage.  In the course of their investigation, the officers were able to locate 
security camera footage which showed the  two suspects accessing the apartment complex and 
driving out with the vehicle.  The footage was sufficient in quality to reveal a good view of both 
suspects.

The following day, those same officers were out doing good pro-active police work and conducted 
a traffic stop on a vehicle.  Lo and behold, when the occupants rolled down the heavily tinted 
windows, the officers found themselves  face to face with the car thieves they had seen on security 
video just the previous day.  A further investigation revealed the suspect’s were at that time driving 
what we refer to as a “cold plated” stolen vehicle (from North Hollywood).  “Cold plated” refers to 
when  suspects switch the license plates  with plates that either belong to another vehicle they 
have access to that is not stolen, or with plates that are so freshly stolen they have not yet been 
reported, so when an officer runs the plates they do not show as stolen. 

Some of you may recall from my January 15 newsletter, details  on a  technologically advanced 
vehicle theft ring which we caught operating a “chop shop” out of a rented  house here in Wilshire.  
This started  on January 12th with  some heads up patrol officers tracking a Mercedes Benz stolen 
out of West Hollywood Sherriff's jurisdiction.  That investigation resulted in the arrest of two 
suspects, the recovery of multiple stolen vehicles from the property, the service of a search 
warrant which revealed the ring was printing false temporary registration plates, and had in their 
possession a  device with the ability to “boost” key fob signals/programming (pictured here), 
firearms and narcotics, among other things.  



The suspects themselves had both been recently arrested in Beverly Hills for auto theft 
related crimes (and were out on zero bail).  When follow up calls were made to our 
surrounding jurisdictions we discovered Santa Monica PD was also looking at our suspects for 
breaking into a  police officer’s vehicle in their jurisdiction.  Excellent interview techniques and 
further investigation led to the legal ability to expand their search in a variety of directions 
over the next couple days. 

Further searches revealed correspondence from our suspects to others and discussions about 
stolen vehicles, “VINs” (vehicle identification numbers - frequently switched out by 
professional car thieves to further conceal the status of the vehicle), and “cats”(referring to  
stolen catalytic converters – also a hot black market sale item).  The most interesting 
revelation, however, was some of this correspondence identified a direct link with the two 
suspects Wilshire had taken into custody back on January 12th when we discovered the chop 
shop with the plate printers, etc.  A particularly interesting portion made reference to the 
theft ring members being thankful they had, by chance, removed additional incriminating 
items prior to the police locating that specific house. 

But wait– it gets even better.  Included in this treasure trove of correspondence were actual 
photographs the suspects  had taken of a variety of  stolen vehicles.   Sifting through all of this 
evidence, correspondence and photographs, we have been able to tie this crew to, at 
minimum, 20 stolen vehicles, including  Kias , Chevrolets, Fords,  Hondas, Jeeps, Landrovers, 
Audis, Infinitis, BMW s, Mercedes, Porsches, and at least one Bentley (yes – Bentley), from 
throughout the western region of Los Angeles.  

I assure you, this investigation still continues.

ON A RELATED NOTE:  If you or 

anyone you know has recently been a 
victim of burglary or burglary from your 
motor vehicle, and had your trading 
cards stolen, please reach out to Wilshire 
Detectives.  Amongst the items 
recovered in this investigation was a 
collection of sports trading cards – some 
of which are pictured here.




