
Captain Shannon K. Paulson, Commanding Officer

Wilshire Area Crime Update – As of 2/11

Robbery Up 60.6% (20 more robberies compared to this time last year)
Aggravated Assault Down 3.2% (down 2 compared to this time last year)
Burglary Up 5.2% (5 more burglaries – we are SOOOOOOO close to turning negative!

I feel it – its going to happen this week!)
Grand Theft Auto Up 93.9% (46 more cars stolen than this time last year)
Burglary/Theft From Motor Vehicle - Down 30.5% (62 less cars broken into)

Violent Part I Crime in Total Up 18.2% (18 more violent crimes than this time last year)
Property Part I Crime in Total Down 14.3% (80 fewer property crimes)
Total Part I Crime Down 9.4% (44 fewer overall  serious crimes)

February 12, 2021

ROBBERY CONCERN ALONG NORTHWEST AREA OF WILSHIRE DIVISION

Our primary crime concern continues to be a rash of robberies we are seeing occur primarily in the 
northern portion of our division, largely along Melrose, though they have hit at the west end of 3rd Street as 
well (close to La Cienega).  To be clear, this particular crew is  very specific about targeting individuals  they 
have identified as wearing high dollar jewelry, specifically Rolex watches.   If you are prone to wearing such 
accessories, and decline to leave them at home as you patronize our local businesses, etc in the immediate 
future, please be hyper aware of your surroundings and environment. Several of our victims appear to have 
been identified as they patronized outdoor dining areas. It is apparent from the pattern these suspects 
identify their victims then essentially lay in wait or follow them until they are somewhat isolated, such as 
walking to their vehicles parked in an alley or on a side street. The suspects are quite brazen, and many of 
their crimes have been in broad daylight.     

Yesterday, my robbery detectives and I determined we would push out a press release in order to make the 
public aware of this crime trend.  That press release is attached.

In addition , you may have noticed we have made an effort to increase our presence in the area, to include 
recruiting outside resources to address crime and nuisance issues, as well as engage the community.  The 
presence of our Metropolitan Division Mounted Unit has been met with very positive response from the 
community.  We will continue to provide what additional resources we can in this region of the division.  As 
I wrote in last week’s newsletter, I will be up on Melrose myself this Saturday, walking a foot beat at around 
mid-day with some of my officers and volunteers.

PLEASE SECURE YOUR CAR KEYS!!

As you can see above, we are close to double the number of stolen vehicles we had by this time last year.  
We still see a HUGE portion of stolen vehicles being taken via the keys being left in the vehicle, or the car 
running  and left unattended as someone enters a nearby business or perhaps visits an ATM.  If you think it 
just won’t happen to you – I assure you, you have a strong chance at being very wrong.  As of this morning, 
we have 15 stolen vehicles in Wilshire this week – 5 of them are the result of keys left in the vehicle.  The 
bad guys are just looking for you to give them that opportunity – so please , just don’t!



Here’s one of Wilshire’s 
most active Volunteer 
Community Patrol (VCP) 
members, Mitch Jacoves, 
as he meets with the 
mounted officers getting 
ready to head out onto 
Melrose this week. 

Later, an individual who 
was apparently up to no 
good was observed by the 
mounted officers, at 
which time he attempted 
to evade them.  “AJ” the 
horse took exception to 
that and ensured the 
getaway attempt was not 
successful. 

The “First-in-Fire Foundation”, led 
by our own Wilshire resident Lyn 
MacEwen Cohen, reached out to 
provide a gift of Valentine’s Day 
chocolates to the officers of Wilshire 
Division.  The Foundation’s Program 
Manager, Jared Pursell, made the 
gift delivery and is photographed 
here with me in Wilshire Station’s 
Memorial Garden.






