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Wilshire Area Crime Update – As of 4/30

Robbery Up 42.6% (40 more robberies compared to this time last year)
Aggravated Assault Up 3.9% (up 7 compared to this time last year)
Burglary Down 18.5% (down  45 burglaries compared to last year)
Grand Theft Auto Up 80.9% (123 more cars stolen than this time last year)
Burglary/Theft From Motor Vehicle - Down 10.9% (47 less cars broken into)

Violent Part I Crime in Total Up 18.7% (53 more violent crimes than this time last year)
Property Part I Crime in Total Down 6.0% (87 fewer property crimes)
Total Part I Crime Down 2.0% (34 fewer overall  serious crimes)

April 30, 2021

Security Alert:  Car Wrap Scams

Car wrap scams are on the rise as people have become more vulnerable and desperate for income during
the pandemic.  This dynamic has made people more susceptible to predators that exploit that desperation.  

Car wraps are the large “sticker” or “cling” advertisements that are designed to fit on certain vehicles.  
Legitimate businesses have engaged in paying drivers who spend above average time on the roadways to 
permit their cars to be “wrapped” in these advertisements.  However, this legitimate practices has been 
highjacked by scammers who tempt people with what appears to be easy money.  Here’s how it works:

A fraudster reaches out (perhaps by phone, robocall, or email) and promises to pay you a couple hundred 
dollars a month to affix an advertising “wrap” to your car.  You are told they will send you a check, you are 
to deposit  the check and keep a portion for yourself.  Then, you will be told to wire the rest of the money 
from that check immediately to another recipient.  Supposedly this payment  is for a company who will then 
manufacture and mount the wrap on your car.    

However, what has happened is you have wired your hard earned money to a fraudster.  The check you 
were sent and deposited will then bounce and you are out the full amount of what you sent.  

While this latest scam deals with this car wrap offer, regardless of the angle, many scams have the same red 
flags you should watch out for.  Here are a few that indicate a strong likelihood the offer made to you is a 
scam:

• If it involves something that seems too easy, or is advertised as “get rich quick”
• An urgent request for you to deposit a check sent to you then wire money to a party
• Anything that involves a request for you to provide personal information such as account 

numbers, social security numbers, PINs, passwords or any log in credentials. 



LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY IN REGARDS TO 
PERSONS SUFFERING FROM MENTAL ILLNESS

I would like to use this forum this week to provide an explanation of the laws and policies surrounding 
Involuntary Mental Health Holds, commonly referred to as “5150 Holds.”  Obviously, this has become a topic of 
debate in regards to police response and whether law enforcement is an appropriate resource, or primary 
resource, to deal with such circumstances.  As many of you are likely aware, a substantial portion of the LAPD 
budget  was taken last summer with the stated intent of redirecting those funds towards other community 
agencies and services.  One of those proposals involved redirecting some funds towards alternative entities to 
handle mental health calls.  The logic was the Department no longer required that funding because they would 
no longer be responding to such calls.  However, as of today, the LAPD remains the only agency in the City who 
responds  24/7 to calls regarding individuals suffering from mental health issues or actions stemming from 
mental instability – no alternative agency has been identified at this time.

Officers are frequently presented with demands for the “arrest” or “institutionalization” of people who 
witnesses believe are displaying symptoms of mental instability. Sometimes, the symptoms are very evident and 
shocking, and lead to frustration when residents and businesses owners see officers take no action. 
“5150” refers to Section 5150 of the California Welfare & Institutions Code which permits law enforcement 
officers to place an individual on an involuntary hold for the purpose of making a mental health assessment. 
The person may be held in an appropriate facility for “up to 72 hours” to accomplish this assessment, and 
further action or detention beyond 72 hours would be based on that assessment and further legal action by 
mental health professionals. Law enforcement officers have no influence or authority beyond initiating that first 
hold for assessment and there is no guarantee that hold will in fact last 72 hours. 

For an officer to initiate a 5150 hold it must be based on specific and articulable facts or observations 
(“probable cause”) which indicate the person, as a result of a mental health disorder, is a danger to others, a 
danger to himself/herself, or is gravely disabled and unable to care for themselves. Contrary to popular belief, 
this does not provide a lot of latitude for officers, and these three criteria are not open to a lot of subjective 
judgement. For instance, a person who is suffering from a mental health disorder and talks to himself or hears 
voices does NOT qualify. If he follows the directions of the voices when they tell him to attack someone, or he 
picks up a weapon and starts swinging it at the imagined sources of the voices while standing in a crowded 
public area, then we have a hold (danger to others). If someone is despondent to the point of considering 
suicide, we have a hold (danger to themselves). If they are not sufficiently aware of their environment or 
surroundings and wander into speeding traffic, or they believe they can eat dirt or rocks as a source of food, we 
have a hold (unable to care for themselves). 

I recall a specific court case that dealt with a person suffering from mental illness who was booked by officers 
for a 5150 hold because he was eating food remnants out of trashcans. The courts determined this individual 
did not qualify as “gravely disabled and unable to care for himself” because he had the presence of mind to 
know to seek out food, even if it was from trash cans. Thus, the officers were judged to have acted illegally and 
violated this individual’s rights. 

Again, I point this out because my officers are frequently confronted with frustrated and intimidated members 
of the community who assert that an individual “is crazy and should be institutionalized” and believe a lack of 
action by officers is the result of their neglect of duty. Under the laws of our country and state, suffering from a 
mental health disorder does not result in the loss of 4th Amendment protections against illegal seizure, 
detention or arrest.   In those instances where a crime has been committed, such as a vandalism or a physical 
assault, by an individual of questionable mental competency, our Department policy is the criminal offense 
takes precedence over a 5150 detention. Thus, we will generally book the individual for the crime, though we 
will still ensure the proper medical treatment is administered. Then the criminal justice process will determine 
any further competency and culpability issues, to include incarceration versus commitment/treatment, etc.










